
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 4-7 

1 Samuel 4:1-4 - Israel at war with Philistine’s 
 

- Israelites bring out ark of the Covenant. The wicked priests look at it as a good luck charm rather than knowing God’s 
presence was what was needed. 

 
- Ark of the Covenant was the physical representation of the presence of the LORD. It was the most sacred object in Israel 

and was to be left in the most sacred place (the “holy of holies” in the tabernacle).  It was a box which was covered in 
pure gold. Inside the box were 3 sacred and symbolic items: the tablets with the commandments, a jar with manna and 
Aaron’s rod that budded.  The box was topped with two golden angelic beings (cherubim). 

 
1 Samuel 4:5-9 - Philistine’s Fear The Ark 
 

- good reasons to fear the ark’s presence 
 
1 Samuel 4:10-11 - Ark Taken. Hopni & Phinehas die 
 

- This fulfilled the word of the man of God from 1 Samuel 2:34 
 
1 Samuel 4:12-18 - Eli hears the news 
 
1 Samuel 4:19-22 - Eli’s daughter in law gives birth 
 

- The woman died after giving birth: NLT 1 Samuel 4:20 She died in childbirth, but before she passed away the midwives tried 
to encourage her. "Don't be afraid," they 
said. "You have a baby boy!" But she did 
not answer or pay attention to them. 
 

- Ichabod may mean, "Where is the glory?" 
(NET Bible) 

 
1 Samuel 5:1-5 - The Ark of God in the house of 
Dagon 
 

- “Dagon was the chief deity of the 
Philistines.  According to ancient 
literature Dagon was the father of 
Baal” (NISB Study Bible, pg. 455) 

 
1 Samuel 5:6-12 - The Ark moved around Philistia 
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v. 6, 9 & 11 - “the hand of God was heavy there” - it was clear to the Philistine’s that the LORD was displeased with the 
possession of the ark.  Even when God’s people didn’t honor Him, He ensures His name/reputation is feared. 

 
1 Samuel 6:1-9 - The Philistines plan to return ark. 
 

v. 3 - the Philistine’s offer sacrifice to the LORD and plan to return the Ark. This was the advice of the false god’s priests! 
 

v. 9 - they will watch & see which way the cows wander as confirmation of whether the LORD’s hand caused these judgments. 
 
1 Samuel 6:10-12 - The cows return to the land of Israel (see MAP) 
 
1 Samuel 6:13-16 - The Ark returned to the Levites (see MAP) 
 

v. 13 - imagine the scene of these stray cows meandering back into Israel with the Ark of the covenant on their cart!  
 
1 Samuel 6:17-18 - The guilt offering of the Philistine’s 
 
1 Samuel 6:19-21 - The Ark’s time in Beth-shemesh 
 

- As a result of all of these circumstances (“some of the men” = 50,070), the people of Israel begin to take seriously the 
holiness of the God they were to be serving.  Cp. verse 20. 

 
 v. 21 - the residents of Beth-shemesh want the Ark gone! 
 
1 Samuel 7:1-2  - The Ark is taken to Kiriath-jearim (see MAP) 
 
1 Samuel 7:3-6 - Samuel calls for repentance, Israel responds 
 

- Remember that this is all coming off the heels of Eli’s priestly reign, under the leadership of his corrupt sons.  Samuel is 
now looked at as God’s representative, rather than the priests.  Because of the military defeats, plagues, & judgement, the 
people are in a place where they are ready to return to the LORD.  Samuel calls for them to do just that. 

 
1 Samuel 7:7-11 - Philistines threaten again. The LORD shows his power 
 

Elements of Revival: 
o humility & brokenness, often as a result of circumstances (7:2 - “all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD) 
o repentance in heart and deed (7:3-4, notice they removed the false gods) 
o fasting & prayer, confession of sin (7:5-6) 
o the LORD’s victorious presence and power evident (7:10) 

 
1 Samuel 7:12-17 - Samuel begins to judge Israel 
 

v. 12 - Ebenezer: stone of help. Often a stone was raised up as a memorial and testimony of God’s faithfulness, victory or 
help.  It is a marker of remembrance. 
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